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Religious Education 

	RE Curriculum Statement

As a Church school, RE is a core part of our curriculum.  We have close, strong links with St. Mary’s church who lead worship for us in school once a fortnight.  We also attend church for services such as Remembrance, Christmas, Easter and for our Year 6 leavers in the summer. Classes can also visit St. Mary's at almost any time, to enhance their learning. 

Intent

At Bentley CE Primary School, Religious Education aims to encourage children to explore and gain a deeper understanding of Christianity and other major religions represented in the United Kingdom. This approach helps them appreciate how religious beliefs influence life and behaviour, while fostering the skills to make thoughtful, informed decisions on religious and moral issues. In doing so, the program supports their spiritual, moral, social, and cultural growth.

Implementation

We follow Hampshire’s agreed syllabus, Living Difference, and we use the Understanding Christianity resource. We use an enquiry-based approach made up from the following 5 steps:

· Communicate
· Apply
· Enquire
· Contextualise
· Evaluate

Impact

By the time our children leave Bentley, their learning in Religious Education (RE) will have enriched their spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development (SMSC). RE will have played a key role in helping them build the skills and attitudes needed to actively participate in and positively contribute to life in modern Britain, fostering qualities such as tolerance and mutual respect that align with fundamental British values. Through RE, we aim to deepen children’s understanding of the diverse people they will encounter, work with, and live alongside.

You can find Living Difference, the agreed RE syllabus for Hampshire here;

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/living-difference-IV-2021.pdf 

Find out more about Understanding Christianity here;

http://www.understandingchristianity.org.uk/ 


	Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge

Substantive Knowledge 

The substantive knowledge in RE is the subject specific Religious Education content. This is everything we want the pupils to know and do in RE. RE includes knowledge about religious and non-religious traditions. 

This can include knowledge of: 
· The different ways that people express religion and non-religion in their lives 
· The artefacts and texts that are associated with different religions 
· Concepts that relate to religious and non-religious traditions, such as ‘dharma’, ‘incarnation’, ‘prayer’, ‘sacred’

Disciplinary Knowledge 

The disciplinary knowledge in RE is the tools that we use to study religion and the methods we use to gather knowledge. Disciplinary Knowledge in RE involves the connections, theories, similarities and differences that the children can apply to their thinking when discussing religions and world views and the impact these have on people’s lives.

Personal Knowledge 

In RE there is also a third type of knowledge called ‘personal knowledge’. This is where the pupils build up and become aware of their own presuppositions, experiences and values about the religious traditions they learn about.


	The progression of skills and knowledge in RE  

	Communicate

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Children can share things that have happened to them.
	Children can talk about their own responses to their experiences of the concepts explored.
	· Children can describe in simple terms their responses to their experiences of the concepts studied.
	· Children can describe their own response to an experienced based on a concept studied
	· Children can describe their own responses to the human experience of the concepts studied.
	· Children can explain their own experience in response to concepts explored.
	· Children and young people can explain their own response to the human experience of the concepts explored.

	Apply

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· They can talk about their feelings when discussing particular events.
	· They can identify how their responses relate to events in their own lives.
	· They can identify how their responses relate to their own lives and those of others.
	· They can describe how their responses can be applied to others.
	· They can describe how their responses are, or can be, applied in their own lives and the lives of others.
	· They can explain concepts and how they can be applied to the life of others.
	· They can explain how their responses to the concepts can be applied in their own lives and the lives of others.

	Enquire

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· They can recognise key ideas/concepts.
	· They can identify and talk about key concepts explored that are common to all people.
	· They can describe in simple terms key concepts explored that are common to all people (A concepts) and identify and talk about concepts that are common to many religions  
	· They can describe key concepts which apply to all people and some related to people living religious lives
	· They can describe key concepts that are common to all people as well as those that are common to the lives of many living a religious life
	· They can explain key concepts that are common to all people as well as those that are common to the lives of many living a religious life. They can also describe some concepts related to a specific religious study  
	· Can explain key concepts that are common to all people as well as those that are common to many religions and they can describe some key concepts that are particular to the specific religions studied 

	Contextualise

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· They can learn about new ideas and ask questions to further their understanding.
	· They can recognise that the concept is expressed in the way of life of the people studied.
	· They can describe simply ways in which these concepts are expressed in the context of the lives of those in the religion studied 
	· They can describe the ways in which concepts are contextualised within some of the beliefs/ practices/ ways of life of those in the religion studied.
	· They can describe how these concepts are contextualised within some of the beliefs/ practices/ways of life of those in the religion studied.
	· They can explain how these concepts are contextualised within the beliefs/ practices/ways of life of those in the religion studied.
	· They can explain how these concepts are contextualised within the  beliefs/ practices/ways of life of those in the religion studied.

	Evaluate

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· They can share their thoughts
· They can listen to other people share their thoughts.
	· They can evaluate human experience of the concept by talking about it in simple terms
· They can evaluate its importance those within the religion by identifying an issue raised.
	· They can evaluate the human experience of the concepts studied by describing in simple terms their value to those within the religion
· When talking to others they can recognise an issue raised.
	· They can evaluate human experience of the concept studied by describing their value
· They can identify and describe some issues raised.
	· They can evaluate human experience of the concept studied by describing their value
· They can recognise, identify and describe some issues raised.
	· They can evaluate the concepts by explaining their value to those within the religion
· Through discussion they can recognise, identify and describe some issues raised.
	· By drawing on examples, they can evaluate the concepts by explaining their value to those within the religion
· They can identify and describe in increasingly complex ways some of the issues raised





	RE Overview

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year R
	Creation (A)
Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?
	Birth (A)
Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas?

	Remembering (A)
Judaism – Shabbat


	Forgiveness (A)
Salvation
Why do Christians put a cross in an Easter Garden?
	Special (A)
Judaism – special clothes

	Storytelling (A)
Stories Jesus told
Christian visitor


	

Year 1
	Thanking (A)
Judaism – Sukkot

	Looking forward (A)
Incarnation
Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
Christian visitor
	Good news (A)
Gospel
What is the good news that Jesus brings?
	Remembering (A)
Judaism – Passover
Synagogue  visit

	Creation (B)
Who made the world?

	Authority (A)
Key Events in Jesus’ life
St Mary’s Bentley

	

Year 2
	Symbol (B)
Bread as a symbol
St Mary’s Bentley
	Light as a symbol (A)
Judaism – Hannukah
	Change (A)
People Jesus met
	Changing emotions (A)
Salvation
Why does Easter matter to Christians?
Christian visitor
	God (B)
What do Christians believe God is like?
	Special (A)
Judaism – Moses and the Torah
Jewish visitor

	

Year 3
	Good and Evil (A)
Hinduism – Diwali

	Angels (B)
Angels


	Compassion (A)
Gospel
What kind of world did Jesus want?
St Mary’s Bentley
	Symbol (B)
Salvation
Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday?
	Fall (C)
What do Christians learn from the creation story?
Christian visitor
	Ritual (B)
Hinduism – Hindu worship
Temple Visit


	

Year 4
	Covenant (B)
People of God
What is it like to follow God?
	Trinity (C)
Incarnation
What is the Trinity?
Christian visitor
	Devotion (A)
Hinduism – Mahashivrati

	Ritual (B)
Pascal candle
St Mary’s Froyle

	Kingdom of God (C) When Jesus left what was the impact of Pentecost?

	Protection (A)
Hinduism – Raksha Bandhan
Hindu visitor

	

Year 5
	God (B)
God
What does it mean if God is holy and loving?
	Incarnation (C)
Incarnation
Was Jesus the Messiah?
	Belonging (A)
Islam – Shahada and salat

	Salvation (C)
Salvation
What did Jesus do to save human beings?
	Freedom (A)
People of God
How can following God bring freedom and justice?
Christian visitor
	Umma (Community) (C)
Islam – Hajj and Zakat
Mosque visit


	

Year 6
	Discipleship (B)
Gospel
What would Jesus do?
Christian visitor
	Kingdom of God (C) Kingdom of God
What kind of king is Jesus?
St Mary’s Froyle
	Ritual (B)
Islam – Wudu and Eid-ul-Fitr

	Resurrection (C)
Salvation
What difference does the resurrection make to Christians?
	Creation (A)
Creation and Science: conflicting or complementary?
	Peace (A)
Islam – Revelation of the Qur’an, Ramadan and sawm
Muslim visitor
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