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Geography 

	Geography Curriculum Statement

“Geography underpins a lifelong conversation about the earth as the home of humankind.” 
Geography Association

Intent

Our aim is to deliver a high-quality geography curriculum that inspires a curiosity and fascination in the children about the world and its people.   We intend to equip children with a strong locational knowledge including natural and human environments. Children will gain a confidence with maps and Atlases to explore and discover the world around them. Pupils will also develop understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes and will further explore the impact of human activity on our natural resources in terms of sustainability.

Implementation

Geography in EYFS

In EYFS children should learn to describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. The children will be given the opportunity to explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.

Geography at KS1

In KS1 the children should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and our local area. They will start to use geographical language and begin to use geographical skills to enhance their locational awareness. They will learn the names and location of the world’s seven continents and the five oceans as well as learning about the United Kingdom and its seas. They will begin to look at geographical similarities and differences by studying maps and pictures of the places they are studying as well as using simple map work to recognise landmarks.

Geography at KS2.

The children’s geographical knowledge is further developed through the study of places in Europe, North and South America and comparisons made to our local area. As well as enhancing their locational knowledge they will build on their geographical skills through their studies of the human and physical characteristics of the places studied. The children will build on their fieldwork skills through map work and the use compasses. They will be encouraged to look at how geographical changes have changed the world they live in as well as think about how things may change in the future e.g. looking at the changes in climate.

Impact

Children at Bentley CE Primary School will be inquisitive learners. They will develop a curiosity and interest in the world that will stay with them long after they leave our school. Children will be able to apply their investigative skills and locational knowledge to other curriculum areas. They will become conscientious members of the community with an understanding of how their actions can impact on the environment.


	Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge

Substantive Knowledge 

The Substantive Knowledge set out in the National Curriculum is:
• Locational knowledge
• Place knowledge
• Human and physical processes (including environmental)
• Geographical skills and fieldwork

Disciplinary Knowledge 

The Disciplinary Knowledge considers how geographical knowledge originates and is revised. The curriculum is designed to allow pupils to see that geography is a dynamic subject where thinking and viewpoints change.

It is through Disciplinary Knowledge that we teach our pupils the practices of geographers.
In developing pupils’ disciplinary knowledge, teachers’ plans allow pupils to:
• Take a holistic view of the content studied
• Establish whether the geographical questions posed, the methods used, and the answers found are valid
• Recognise the interconnectedness of different geographical content
• Appreciate what it means to be a geographer by asking geographical questions such 
as: 
- ‘Why is this place like this?’
- ‘How is this place changing?’ 
- ‘How are other places affected?’
Disciplinary knowledge helps pupils to appreciate context and the perspective from which substantive knowledge was created, different standpoints and how views have changed as time has moved on


	The progression of skills and knowledge in Geography  

	Locational 

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	-begin to name and locate some different parts of the school and local community.
	- name and locate some places in their local community, the UK and wider world
-begin to name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

	-name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

-name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

· 
	-name and locate some countries in Europe (including the location of
Russia) and concentrating on their environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

-begin to name and locate some counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics

- identify the Equator and begin to identify the Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle






	-name and locate a some of the world’s countries, using maps to focus naming and locating some countries in Europe (including the location of
Russia) and concentrating on their environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
-name and locate some counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics

-identify the Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle
· 
	-name and locate a range of the world’s countries, using maps to focus naming and locating many countries in Europe (including the location of
Russia) and some in North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
-name and locate some counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features
and land-use patterns; and understand
how some of these aspects have changed over time

- identify the position of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle, and time zones 

	-name and locate a wide range of the world’s countries, using maps to focus naming and locating most countries in Europe (including the location of
Russia) and most in North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

-name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features
and land-use patterns; and understand
how some of these aspects have changed over time
- identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 

	Place Studies

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Bentley school 
· Bentley village
	Bentley Village 
UK
	UK
Borneo

	UK
South America
Africa

	UK 
Europe (Scandinavia)
	UK 
Asia (Himalayas)
Carribbean 
Africa (Gambia)
 
	UK
Iceland


	· 
	-understand geographical similarities and differences through studying some human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.
	-understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America. 

Children to compare similarities and differences to places they have previously studied or to those they have first-hand experience of. Detail of comparisons should increase through the years as more places are studied and other geography skills are improved upon.

	Human and Physical

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· make observations of the environment and explain why some things occur and talk about changes
	-identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom.
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
-key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, sea, ocean and weather. 

-key human features, including: city, town, house, port, harbour and shop

	-identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
-use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

-key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
-key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	-describe key aspects of: 
--physical geography, including: climate zones, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water
--human geography, including: economic activity, the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	-describe and begin to understand key aspects of: 
--physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water.
--human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	-describe and understand key aspects of: 
--physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water.
--human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	-describe confidently and understand key aspects of: 
--physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water
· --human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

	Geography skills and fieldwork

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	-to begin to use basic locational and directional language to describe where features are in their immediate environment.
	-use some maps to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries and oceans studied at this key stage.

-begin to use simple compass directions and some locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

-use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple shared map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 
- introduce simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the some key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
	-use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage

-use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
-use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
- use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
	-use maps, atlases, globes and begin to use digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe some features studied. 

- begin to use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world

· -use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using at least one method which could include sketch maps, or digital technologies.
	-use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

- use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· -use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and  begin to present the human and physical features in the local area using some methods, which could include sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
	-use many resources including maps (a few different scales), atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

- use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
-use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using  methods which could include sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
	-  independently use many resources including maps (various scales), atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe a variety of features studied. 

- confidently use the eight points of a compass and to use four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· -use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
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	Geography Overview

	Year
	Autumn 
	Spring
	Summer

	Year R
	
	
	

	1
	Enquiry: What is the Geography of where I live?
	Enquiry: How does the weather affect our lives?
	Enquiry: Why does it matter where my food comes from?

	2
	Enquiry: Compare  Kampong Ayer in Borneo with the Geography of where I live
	Enquiry: Why don’t penguins need to fly?
	Enquiry: Why do we love being beside the seaside so much?

	3
	Enquiry: Why are jungles so wet and deserts so dry?
	Enquiry: Why do some earthquakes cause more damage than others?
	Enquiry: How can we live more sustainably?

	4
	Enquiry: the water cycle
	Enquiry: How and why is my local area changing?
	How do the physical and human features in Scandinavia differ from UK?

	5
	Enquiry: Why are mountains so important?
	Enquiry:  Is Fair Trade fair?
	Enquiry: Who are Britain’s National Parks for? (Sustainability Centre)

	6
	Enquiry: What is a river?
	Enquiry: How do volcanoes affect the lives of people on Hiemaey in Iceland?
	Climate Change
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