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Art and Design 

	Art Curriculum Statement

“Every child is an artist” 
Pablo Picasso
Intent

At Bentley, we view art, craft, and design as expressions of human creativity at its finest. These forms allow children to express their imagination, wisdom, emotions, and individuality. Our high-quality art and design education seeks to engage, inspire, and challenge students, providing them with the skills and knowledge to experiment, invent, and create their own artistic works.

Implementation

Art activities at Bentley are thoughtfully planned to gradually build children’s skills and knowledge as they progress through the school and in their individual learning journeys. We ensure that all students have opportunities to experience the arts by connecting with the community, working with a diverse range of professional artists, and participating in a variety of after-school art clubs. Throughout the school, students are introduced to a broad spectrum of artists and artworks from different cultures, historical periods, and backgrounds. We foster exploration, individuality, and teamwork, helping students feel valued in their creative efforts. Subject-specific vocabulary is emphasized to help students speak the language of art, and we encourage taking risks and embracing innovation, as preconceived ideas can limit creativity. At Bentley, the focus is on the creative journey rather than just the final product, promoting a genuine and expansive understanding of creativity.

Impact

By the time students leave Bentley, they will have grown into confident, independent artists who value and understand their own creative journeys. They will have developed critical thinking skills and a thorough understanding of art and design, recognizing how these disciplines both reflect and shape history and contribute to the culture, creativity, and prosperity of our communities and the world.


	Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge

Substantive Knowledge 

Substantive knowledge in Art refers to the essential facts, concepts, techniques, and terminology that give students a foundational understanding of art. This includes knowledge of different artistic materials, tools, and techniques (such as painting, drawing, and sculpting) as well as exposure to the elements and principles of design (such as colour, line, shape, and texture). It also includes knowledge about famous artists and art movements, which can help students place their work in a broader cultural and historical context.

In primary Art, substantive knowledge includes:

Art elements and principles: Understanding the basics of colour, line, shape, form, texture, pattern, and composition.
Materials and techniques: Knowledge of different art materials (e.g., paint, clay, charcoal) and how to use them effectively, including techniques like blending, shading, and layering.
Art history and cultural knowledge: Learning about well-known artists, art movements, and cultural art traditions to inspire their own work.
Art vocabulary: Developing language to describe different techniques, styles, and tools, allowing students to communicate ideas about their work and the work of others.
This knowledge gives students the tools to recognize and describe different artistic techniques and styles, which helps them build confidence in expressing themselves visually.

Disciplinary Knowledge 

Disciplinary knowledge in Art involves understanding the process and mindset of being an artist. This type of knowledge helps students learn how to think and work creatively, engage in experimentation, and approach their art as an evolving process. It includes developing skills like observation, critical thinking, decision-making, and self-reflection, which encourage students to explore and refine their ideas.

In primary Art, disciplinary knowledge includes:

Creative process: Engaging in the full cycle of creating art—exploring ideas, sketching, experimenting with different materials, refining, and completing a piece.
Observation skills: Learning to look closely at objects, people, and nature to accurately depict or interpret them through their art.
Experimentation and risk-taking: Encouraging students to try new techniques, take creative risks, and learn from mistakes.
Self-reflection and critique: Learning to evaluate their own work and the work of others thoughtfully, recognising areas for improvement and celebrating successes.


	The progression of skills and knowledge in Art  

	Developing Ideas

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Observe and record ideas from experiences or imagination.
· Express their opinion on artwork.
	· Observing and recording ideas from observation, experiences or imagination.
· Exploring the differences and similarities between artists and expressing an opinion on artwork. 
· Exploring art from different historical periods and cultures.
	· Using sketchbooks to observe and record ideas from observation, experiences or imagination.
· Discuss the processes and skills they have learnt and how to develop their ideas.
· Exploring art from different historical periods and cultures.

	· Observing and recording ideas from observation, experiences or imagination.
· Ask thoughtful questions about their starting points and select ideas and techniques to use in their work. 
· Explore the role of different artists and designers in different cultures and time periods.
	· Observing and recording ideas from observation, experiences or imagination.
· Make thoughtful observations and ask questions about starting points and learnt techniques.
· Explore the role of different artists and designers in different cultures and time periods.
	· Observing and recording ideas from observation, experiences or imagination.
· Question and make meaningful choices before starting their work. Select ideas and processes to use in their work.
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	· Observing and recording ideas from observation, experiences or imagination.
· Question and make meaningful choices before starting their work. Select ideas and processes to use in their work.
· Explore the role of different artists and designers in different cultures and time periods.

	Drawing

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Explore and begin to use and control a range of drawing tools. 
· Investigate lines of different thicknesses. 
· Draw on different surfaces with a range of tools. Encourage accurate drawing of people. 
· Name and draw lines/marks from observation.
	· Use a variety of resources to draw – e.g. pencils, crayons, felt tip pens, chalk, black pens etc. 
· Begin to understand the use of lines, shape and colour.
	· Understanding the use of a sketchbook.
· Layering different media. E.g. black ink on top of watercolour background. 
· Experiment with line, shape, pattern and colour. Use a range of materials e.g. pencils and pastels.
· Drawing for a more sustained period of time, using natural and manmade items for inspiration.
	· Experimenting with different grades of pencil and sketching techniques.
· Using their sketchbook to record and collect ideas.
· Drawing for a sustained period of time.
· Using different resources to achieve variations in line, texture, tone, colour, shape and patterns – charcoal, chalk, pencils, pens, crayons.
	· Make independent choices about paper and resources.
· Alter drawings and describe changes using art vocabulary.
· Collect images and evidence independently in a sketchbook.
· Use research to inspire drawings.
· Working from memory and imagination. 
· Explore relationships between line, tone, texture, shape, pattern.
	· Work independently -developing their own style.  
· Use their sketchbook to develop their ideas. 
· Continue to explore line, tone, texture, shape, pattern.
· Creating detailed drawings.
· Use different sketching techniques for different purposes – e.g. shading and cross hatching.
· Drawing from different perspectives.
	· Develop using a range of ways to create marks with dry and wet media. 
· Identify artists who have worked in a similar way.
· Develop their ideas using a sketchbook. 
· Manipulate and experiment with line, tone, texture, shape, pattern.
· Sketching methods – hatching, shading etc
· Creating detailed portraits using different media – pencils, charcoal
· Identifying areas of light and dark.

	Sculpture 

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Explore a range of malleable materials and mould and create simple shapes with them. 
· Use simple tools to cut, shape and impress patterns and textures into a range of materials 
· Build a sculpture using a variety of objects 
· Begin to develop language to describe structures/models achieved. 
· Explore and select appropriate joining materials.
	· Introduce clay – rolling and shaping. 
· Introduce to clay tools.
· Use recycled and natural materials to create a sculpture. (Outdoor learning)
· How can we use outdoor materials to support our sculpture?
	· Using clay to make a variety of objects – e.g. pinch pots.
· Experimenting with texture on clay. 
· Safety and care of materials and tools. 
· Experiment with recycled, natural and manmade materials.
	· Become more independent when using clay.
· Creating a solid base for extending and modelling other shapes.
· Making a simple paper mache object.
	· Show an understanding of shape, space and form.
· Plan and design models.
· Adapt models.
· Use a variety of sculpture materials – clay, paper mache, recycled and manmade. 
· Showing creativity in their material choices.

	· Shape, form, model or construct from observation or imagination. 
· Create patterns on clay. 
· Use recycled, natural or manmade materials to create a sculpture. 
· Plan a sculpture using drawing.
	· Develop skills using clay – bases, coils, slabs
· Creating and designing 3D sculptures with increasing independence.
· Creating sculptures with a purpose.

	Painting

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Hold and control a variety of tools for painting. 
· Make coloured marks on paper using different mark making tools.
· Paint on different surfaces and different size paper.
· Paint a range of subjects from observation and imagination. 
· Name colours. 
· Begin to experiment with mixing colours.
	· Use a variety of brush sizes, understanding why we need bigger and smaller brushes. 
· Still life – mixing colours to match the colours of objects in front of them. (sea creatures)
· Working on bigger and smaller scales.
· Understanding how to mix secondary colours with other paints – using white to make colours lighter. 
· Use of texture – e.g. bubbles, sand or sawdust.
	· Mixing secondary colours.
· Use a range of tools and techniques- e.g. layering, scraping, mixing.
· Using paint to create a range of tones and shades.

· Working on both large and small paper. 
· Mixing colours to match the colours of objects and artefacts.
	· Gaining a solid understanding of which primary colours make particular secondary colours.
· Experimenting with different painting techniques – colour washes, block colours, textures. 
· Work confidently on a range of scales and with thin and thicker brushes.  
	· Mixing colours with increasing accuracy. 
· Create different effects and tones with paints according to what is needed for the task. 
· Create tints and shades using paints.
· Show increasing independence with the painting process.
	· Develop a secure knowledge of:
· Primary and secondary colours.
· Warm and cold colours
· Contrasting and complementary colours.
· Creating imaginative work using a variety of resources.
· Further improving skill and control when painting.
	· Create shades and tints using black and white.
· Independently choose appropriate paper and paints for the purpose. 
· Painting in an impressionist style. 
· Show awareness of composition and perspective.

	Printing

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Load an object with paint and print it. 
· Make rubbings from textured surfaces e.g. leaves, bricks, coins. 
· Make a range of other prints e.g. from bubbles, leaves, wooden blocks etc. 

· Recognise and copy pattern in natural and man-made objects.
	· Making marks with a print in a variety of objects. 
· Carry out a range of printing techniques –this can be also done on outdoor materials.  
· Recognising patterns in an environment and using as inspiration to print a repeated pattern. 
· Collect rubbings – textures and patterns – finding different textures outdoors.
	· Using a range of printing techniques – relief printing, rubbings, fabric printing. 
· Experimenting with different patterns.
· Printing using a range of materials.
· Printing on a range of media – going outdoors and printing on natural media.  
	· Print using a variety of materials and techniques. 
· Talk about the process used to create a simple print. 
· Making sure they are using a suitable amount of paint. 

· Exploring pattern and shape, creating their own printing designs. 
· Exploring patterns outdoors.
	· Research and create a print using a range of techniques.
· Develop repeating patterns.
· Experiment with printing outdoors. 
· Experiment with overlaying.
	· Creating their own printing blocks using their own designs. 
· Work into prints with a range of media – pens, coloured pens or paints. 
· Build up layers and textures. 
· Organise their work in terms of pattern, symmetry or repetition.
	· Confidence with printing on paper and fabric. Also experimenting with printing on natural media outdoors. 
· Layering prints.
· Digital Artwork
· Use of photography to create artwork. 
· Create photomontages using pictures they have taken.

	Textiles

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Use a variety of textiles, fabrics and threads. 
· Collect and classify fabrics and threads into colours and textures 
· Hold scissors and cut fabric and threads. 
· Decorate a piece of fabric 
· Thread beads onto a lace or string. Experiment with simple weaving with natural materials 
	· Use a variety of media to create collages – e.g. materials, newspapers, crepe paper, magazines.
· Incorporate skills – fold, tear, scrunch, overlap
· Collect and sort materials.  
	· Creating texture collages using a variety of media. 
· Incorporate skills – fold, tear, scrunch, overlap
· Collect and sort materials.  

	· Use a variety of techniques – e.g. printing on fabric, dying, weaving.
· Experiment collaging with a range of media – layering and overlapping.
	· Use a collage as a means for building ideas (mood board)
· Choose collage or adding materials as a means for adapting a piece of artwork. 
· Refine or alter ideas and explain choices.
	· Use a range of media to create a collage. (including ICT)
· Add collage to a printed, painted or drawn background. 
· Use collage as a means of extending their work.
	· Use different techniques, colours and textures when designing and creating. 
· Use a range of media to create collages.
· Use collage as a means for extending work.

	Collage

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Explore a range of materials by touching and describing. 
· Use equipment appropriate to children developing motor coordination by cutting different materials. 
· Explore using different joining methods e.g. glue, tape. 
· Layer papers and materials to create textures. 
· Experiment with folds, crumples, tears and overlaps. 
· Explore colours and textures for a purpose.
	· Create images from a variety of different media e.g. tissue paper, crepe paper. 
· Collect and sort materials for different purposes e.g. colour, texture, shape. 
· Arrange and glue materials to different backgrounds. 
· Fold, crumple, tear and overlap papers.
· Begin to create and arrange shapes by cutting and tearing
	· Create images from a variety of different media e.g. tissue paper, crepe paper, fabric, magazines, newspaper. 
· Sort and group materials for different purposes e.g. colour, texture, shape. 
· Fold, crumple, tear and overlap papers with increasing confidence. 
· Work on different scales. Use different materials to collage and discuss reasons for choice of materials. 
· Begin to cut with more accuracy using scissors specific to the task.
	· Experiment with a range of collage techniques e.g. tearing, overlapping, layering, to create images and represent textures. 
· Experiment with a variety of different media e.g. papers, fabric, magazines, newspaper, glass, tiles. 
· Create and experiment with mosaic. 
· Cut and tear materials and shapes with developing accuracy. 
· Use collage as a means of collecting ideas and building a visual vocabulary. 
· Cut with increased accuracy and use scissors specific to the task. 
Show an understanding that some materials tear/cut more easily in a certain direction.
	· Select and arrange a variety of collage materials to create a detailed piece of work. 
· Use a range of collage techniques e.g. tearing, overlapping, layering, to create images and represent textures with confidence. 
· Explore and combine a range of types of collage e.g. paper, glass, fabric. 
· Understand that some materials tear/cut more easily in a certain direction. 
· Experiment with new techniques e.g. coiling and tessellation. 
Cut accurately and use scissors specific to the task.
	· Confidently use a range of different techniques and materials to create a collage. 
· Add collage to a painted, printed or drawn background. 
· Use and mix a variety of textures e.g. rough, smooth, plain, patterned. 
· Begin to express mood and emotion through collage. 
· Justify choices for materials and textures used.
	· Choose materials and techniques appropriate for the task and justify why they have chosen them. 
· Add collage to a painted, printed or drawn background. 
· Use a range of materials and combine pattern, tone and shape to create a finished piece. 
· Use different techniques, colours and textures when designing and planning work. 
· Use collage as a means of extending work from initial ideas. 
Express mood and emotion through collage.

	Evaluating

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	· Review their work and identify things they like and things they would like to improve.
	· Review the work they have done and identify the things they like and the things they would like to improve. 
· Identify skills they can use in their future artwork. What worked really well?
	· Review the work they have done and identify the things they like and the things they would like to improve. 
· Identify things they would like to change about their work and giving advice to others.
	· Compare ideas and methods with others and discuss what they think about them. What did they enjoy? What could be improved?
· Adapt their work accordingly, and explain how they might develop it further.
	· Compare ideas and methods with others and discuss what they think about them. What did they enjoy? What could be improved?
· Adapt their work accordingly, and explain how they might develop it further.
	· Compare ideas and methods with others and discuss what they think about them. What did they enjoy? What could be improved?
· Adapt their work accordingly and explain how they might develop it further.
	· Compare ideas and methods with others and discuss what they think about them. What did they enjoy? What could be improved?
· Adapt their work accordingly and explain how they might develop it further.

	Vocabulary

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Pencil
Line
Colour
Paint
Brush
Mix
Collage
Painter
Sculptor
Fabric
Portrait
	Thick
Thin
Pencil
Shade
Charcoal
Printing 
Clay
Paint 
Light/Dark
Pattern
Mirror Image
Landscape
Secondary/Primary colours
Bright
Shade
Detail
	Primary 
Secondary
Pressure
Print
Two-tone
Light
Dark
Structure
Model
Texture
Line
Shape
Collage
Materials
	Texture
Opaque
Strong 
Imprint
Bold
Detailed
Thick
Thin
Three dimensional 
Paper mache
Position
Edit
Detailed
Patterns

	Sculpture
3D Form
Design
Mosaic
Composition
Proportion 
Tone
Surface
Dimension
Impressionist 
Opaque
Secondary colours 
Mixed media
Modern art
Sculpture
Pattern
Shape
	Perspective
Angle
Tone
Collograph 
Pressure
Natural
Direction
Proportion
Texture
Layered
Hatching
Cross hatching
Shading
Pointillism
	Viewpoint
Detail
Texture
Perspective
Hatching
Composition
Scale
Complimentary
Tone
Shading
Proportion
Structure
Observation
Contrast 






	Art Overview
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